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Libraries Offer New Services Via the Internet
The past few months have seen an explosion of activity on the Internet in the areas of information access and communication. The USC
libraries have taken advantage of this revolution and are now providing several new services which faculty and students can access through
USC's Internet connection. These include: DISCUS (Digital Information for South Carolina Users), Britannica Online, and Interlibrary
Loan access online. Another new service is Web of Science, the Institute for Scientific Information's Web-based access to citation indexes in
the sciences, social sciences, and arts and humanities. (See article on page 4.)

DISCUS

Britannica Online

South Cai°-olina's libraries and educational
institutions have joined forces to offer the
state's citizens at every educational level,
enhanced opportunities for learning and
research by means of a new state-wide
network of periodical databases.

That doyen of research tools, the Encyclopedia Britannica, has gone online to provide
users with a level and volume of information much expanded beyond that of hard
copy editions, while also offering the
immensely expanded search capabilities
of online access. Britannica Online (found
at http://www.eb.com or via a link from the
Thomas Cooper Library Reference
Department's home page) provides access
to the 44 million words found in the articles
of the encyclopedia itself, and also provides
links to thousands of related Internet sites.
The search process can be very simple
or quite sophisticated according to the
desire and experience of the searcher. For
example, the search can be expressed in the
form of a question or can utilize Boolean
operators (AND, OR, ADJ, NOT) to

•

Spearheaded by efforts of the State
Library and the University, the DISCUS
project, is now providing a virtual library of
Internet-accessible, full-text databases to all
public library systems, public and private
institutions of higher learning, and some
school districts in the state. Called InfoTrac
SearchBank, the databses can be accessed
at: http://www.searchbank.com/searchbank/
usclibs.
Databases being offered include
Expanded Academic, General Reference
Center, Business and Company Profile, and
Health Reference Center. Users can find
citations and abstracts as well as many
full-text articles from over 1,000 magazines
which are indexed in the databases.
Access at the University is available to all

continued on page 3

continued on page 4

Interlibrary
Loan Online
The project to create Web-based access to
the libraries' Interlibrary Loan services,
which has been in test mode for several
months is now up and running. It can be
accessed from the ILL home page or at
http://ww2.library.sc.edu/uscill/ulibill.htm.
Users need to have access to either Explorer
5.x or Netscape 3.x and may use PCs, Macs
or Unix computers.
The new Web-based program, which
requires a valid USC ID, opens with a
screen which requests personal information
from the first-time user. Subsequent log-ons
show this information which can be
changed as needed. Additional screens
allow the patron to enter information about
the book, journal article, thesis, or proceeding he or she wishes to borrow, including an
optional comments area and the ability to
request the department's special service to
faculty called Faculty Express. This service
allows faculty requests for materials which
are urgently needed for an upcoming presentation or research project to be given
special handling for speedier fulfillment.
Other screens allow a patron to check on the
status of a request, renew an item, cancel an
item, or send a message to the ILL staff.

continued on page 6

Library Appearance Team Plans Renovations
After about 20 years most buildings need
a little sprucing up, and Thomas Cooper
Library is no exception. In fact, as few individuals realize, at least half of the building
is about 40 years old. A few months ago a
Library Appearance Team was appointed to
look at renovation needs such as lighting,
signs, painting, furnishings, and refinishing
in the public and office areas. It is hoped
that this work will lay the ground work for a
major facelift to the entire building.
One of the first projects to be completed
is a Wall of Honor on the main level beside
the circulation desk. The wall holds
University plaques and awards which
have been presented over the years. These
include the Mortar Board Excellence in
Teaching Awards; 1988-95; the Phi Beta
Kappa Honor Roll; the Russell Research
Awards, 1957-96; the Educational Foundation Research Awards, 1984-96; the
Ada B. Thomas Outstanding Educational

completed in late spring.
A long-term project the committee is
working on is the creation of new signs
throughout the building. "We are spending a
lot of time to plan this project," says Larry
Haggard, chair of the committee, "because
we want to do it right. We need to add some
new signs and to clarify the messages of
others and we want them to all have a consistent visual quality. For example, the signs
will utilize the University's new logo and its
traditional colors of garnet and black. In
addition the signs will meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
Act and will be consistent with other signs
across the campus. Our goal is to provide
signs which will assist our patrons in finding their way around the building so they
can take full advantage of the services
we offer."

AdvisementAward, 1991-96; the University
of South Carolina Outstanding Teaching
Award, 1957-96; and the Golden Key
Faculty Award for Creative Integration of
Research and Undergraduate Teaching,
1992-93 and 1997.
The next project will take place on level
5. In addition to general renovations and
repair, the level 5 hallway will be turned
into a gallery which will feature a photo
mural exhibit depicting the history of the
University libraries. The exhibit will be
developed by Lynn Robertson and the
staff of McKissick Museum together with
Elizabeth Cassidy from University Archives
and the members of the Library Appearance
Team. Included in the exhibit will be
photographs of the buildings on campus
which have housed the University's library
resources as well as text panels with information about the buildings and the collections. The level 5 gallery should be
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Film Library
Receives
Preservation
Grant
USC's Film Library has been awarded a
$30,000 grant from the American Film
Institute National Center for Film and Video
Preservation to preserve endangered FoxMovietone News footage. Over 16,000 feet
of silent-era film that currently exists only
in its original nitrate form will be preserved
by transferring it to videotape. Stories that
were exclusive to Fox-Movietone were
chosen for t~s project, because they may
contain the only known visual record of
the story's subject matter. The time period
covered in the project will range from the
first Fox news story in the library's collection (September 1919) through the end
of the 1920s.
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Posters and pieces of sheet music created during World War I depict with dramatic intensity
the patriotic fervor which American citizens felt as they bought bonds, conserved scarce
materials, and sent letters and care packages to the troops overseas. These and many other
items were part of the Thomas Cooper Library's Great War Symposium and Exhibition held
on the 79th anniversary of Armistice Day, November 11, 1997. The exhibit featured items
from the Joseph M. Bruccoli Collection which was established at the University of Virginia
in 1965 by Dr. Matthew Bruccoli in honor of his father, a WWI veteran.

DISCUS rn111i1111cd /m111 /htge I
networked computers on campus and to
remote users via password. Because of the
extensive number of full-text items found in
the databases, students will be able to complete major amounts of their research activities entirely through the use of a personal
computer in their residence hall rooms
or homes.
Access to DISCUS will allow the
University libraries to realize considerable
savings as periodical indexes currently
being provided on CD-ROM are phased
out. No serial subscriptions will be canceled, however.
The Vendor for the project is Information
Access Company (IAC). Guaranteed funding for five years from the federal
Library Services and Technology Act
(LSTA) is being managed by the State
Library. Also involved in administering the
project are the South Carolina Commission
on Higher Education's Library Directors
Forum and the South Carolina Association
of Public Library Administrators.

The South Caroliniana Library was the setting for a multiple book signing last
November by authors whose works celebrate diverse aspects of the history and culture
of South Carolina.
Shown on the front row are (left to right): Jack A. Meyer, South Carolina in the Mexican
War: A History of the Palmetto Regiment of Volunteers, 1846-1917; James J. Baldwin, The
Struck Eagle: A Biography of Brigadier General Micah Jenkins, and a History of the Fifth
South Carolina Volunteers and the Palmetto Sharpshooters; Henry Woodbury Moore,
"Chained to Virginia While Carolina Bleeds," the War Correspondence of Henry Woodbury
Moore and James Washington Moore; and John Hammond Moore, The Confederate
Housewife: Receipts & Remedies, Together with Sundry Suggestions for Garden, Farm &
Plantation.
Standing on back row are (left to right): Howard Woody and Thomas L. Johnson, South
Carolina Postcards: The Golden Era, 1898-1930, Charleston and Environs; and Charles R.
Mack and Lynn Robertson, editors, The Roman Remains, John Izard Middleton's Visual
Souvenirs of 1820-1823, with Additional Views of Italy, France and Switzerland.
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USC Columbia
Libraries Install Web
of Science Databases
USC Columbia Libraries are now offering
Internet access to the Institute for Scientific
Information's (ISI) new proprietary Webbrowser known as the Web of Science.
Faculty and students across campus will be
able to search this comprehensive database
comprised of the Science Citation Index
Expanded, Social Sciences Citation
Index, and Arts & Humanities Citation

I

BRITANNICA continued from /)(tge I

Index. The Web address is: http://www.
webofscience.com.' Together these research
tools index more than 8,000 journals
thereby providing complete access to bibliographic data, author abstracts, and cited
references. The indexes, which may be
searched in combination or separately, are
updated on a weekly basis and offer retrospective data files back to 1986.

University Libraries
Bicentennial Campaign Leaders Named
An outstanding group of individuals has
accepted leadership positions in support of
the University Libraries as the University's
Bicentennial fund-raising campaign
progresses. The University Libraries are not
only active participants in the Bicentennial
Campaign but are also forming a comprehensive development program that will
provide for the libraries in years to come·.
Members of the University Libraries
Executive Committee for theBicentennial
Campaign are: Mr. Stephen Benjamin,
Raleigh, N.C.; Mr. Bruce Boggs, Dallas,

Texas; Ms. Nancy Rice Davis, Camden,
S.C.; Mr. C. Poinsett Exum, Columbia,
S.C.; Dr. John M. Herr, Jr., Columbia, S.C.;
Mr. Frederick C. Holder, Seneca, S.C.; Mr.
A. Elliott Holman III, Anderson, S.C.; Dr.
C. Warren Irvin, Jr., Columbia, S.C.; The
Honorable Harriet Keyserling, Beaufort,
S.C.; The Honorable Isadore Lourie,
Columbia, S.C.; The Honorable Thomasine
Mason, West Columbia, S.C.; Mrs. Betsy G.
Miller, Columbia, S.C.; Mrs. Susan
Robinson, Columbia, S.C.; Mr. David L.
Spinazzolo, Norfolk, Va.; and Dr. George D.
Terry, Columbia, S.C.

produce very specific search results. The
Britannica Online home page offers links to
supplementary pages such as a detailed page
on "How to Search," as well as "What's
New," "Britannica Internet Guide," and
quick links to "Spotlight" (a particular current news event), "Photo Essay" (a special
exhibit), "Week in Review" (background
articles on current events), and "Britannica's
Lives" (biographies arranged by date of
birth). Also linked from the home page are
A-Z browse lists for articles, a dictionary,
illustrations, multimedia, biographies,
yearbooks, knowledge in depth, index, illustrated articles, Internet links, and geography.
Under references a user can access the
Britannica Book of the Year (from 1993),
Spectrum (a categorical outline of knowledge), Nations of the World (flags, maps,
articles, statistics), and Britannica Classics
(notable articles from past editions of
Britannica). The home page also gives an
e-mail address that readers can use to
ask specific questions pertaining to their
research in the database.
A portion of the funds for the purchase of
Britannica Online were contributed by the
Thomas Cooper Society.

New Faces

Paul Cammarata,
Thomas Cooper Library
Reference Librarian

Jean (Jo) Cottingham,
Thomas Cooper Library
Interlibrary Loan Librarian

Stefanie DuBose,
Thomas Cooper Library
Interlibrary Loan Librarian
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Robert Skinder,
Thomas Cooper Library
Science Reference Librarian

Smithsonian Databases Added to USCAN
The University libraries' USCAN menu
now offers access to five new databases
from the Smithsonian Institution Research
Information System (SIRIS). SIRIS is a
computerized collection of research catalogs
maintained by the Smithsonian Institution's
libraries, archives, and research units. The
five databases include:

Smithsonian Institution Archives
and Manuscripts Catalog
This database consists of approximately
130,000 records contributed by five archival
units of the Smithsonian.
The Archives of American Art (AAA)
catalog describes papers of artists, art dealers, art historians, collectors, and others;
records of art galleries, museums, and art
organizations; videos; and interviews from
AAA' s oral history project.
The Archives Center of the National
Museum of American History (ACAH)
catalog describes hundreds of collections of
manuscripts and visual, magnetic, and electronic documents related to the mission of
the National Museum of American History,
especially the history of advertising, history
of technology, and social and cultural history, as well as selected individual items.
The Human Studies Film Archives
(HSFA) catalog describes film and video
collections of historical, archeological, and
ethnographical significance, including
edited ethnographic films,unique research
footage produced as part of anthropological
research, and travelogues by amateur and
professional film makers.
The National Anthropological Archives
(NAA) catalog describes collections of historical manuscripts relating to North American natives; administrative records of the
Department of Anthropology; professional
papers of anthropologists; records of
anthropological organizations; art work;
and photographs.
The Smithsonian Institution Archives
(SIA) catalog describes records documenting the history of the Smithsonian Institution since its founding in 1846; research in
the fields of science, art and history; papers
of staff; records of scientific, historical, and
museum organizations; and audio-visual
material from research, exhibits, and its oral
history and video-history programs.

Smithsonian Institution Art
Inventories Catalog
Data for the Art Inventories Catalog is
designed to assist researchers in locating
American paintings and sculpture. Data has
been compiled from reports supplied by
private collectors, museums, corporate collectors, and public art programs.
The Inventory of American Paintings
Executed before 1914 (IAP) is a national
census of paintings created by American
artists working prior to 1914. There are approximately 300,000 paintings represented.
The Inventory of American Sculpture
(IAS) is a national census of works created
by artists born or active in the United States
up through the 20th century. There are approximately 50,000 sculptures represented.
Smithsonian Institution Library Catalog
The collections are particularly strong in
natural history, tropical biology, AfricanAmerican ethnology and culture, astrophysics, astronomy and planetary sciences,
American history, the history of science and
technology, aviation and space flight, postal
history, fine arts and design, African art,
horticulture, conservation science, Chesapeake Bay area ecology, and museum
administration. In addition, the library holds
a large collection of manufacturers' trade
literature and catalogs as well as historically
important rare books and manuscripts.
This database contains approximately
500,000 records.
Smithsonian Institution Research/
Bibliographies Catalog
This database describes specialized research
bibliographies. Currently references are
limited to four subject areas: The Center for
Museum Studies' Museum Studies Database (MSD) which includes theses_and
dissertations in the area of museum studies,
articles indexed from the ALI-ABA proceedings and course of study in museum
administration, and from the Journal of
Museum Education.
The Cephalopod Bibliographic Catalog
(CEPH) describes publications about cephalopods (squid, octopus, cuttlefish, etc.) and
cephalopod related subjects (predators, prey,
etc.). The bibliography comprises publications located at the Division of Mollusks of
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the National Museum of Natural History.
The Bibliography on the History of the
Smithsonian Institution (SIB) describes
published and unpublished materials about
the history of the Smithsonian Institution
and is maintained by the Institutional
History Division of the Smithsonian Institution Archives.
The Marine Mammals Bibliographic
Catalog (MMAM) describes publications
about marine mammals and related subjects
(fisheries, food, etc.).

Smithsonian Institution Chronology of
the History of the Smithsonian
The History of Smithsonian Chronology is a
list of significant events in the history of the
Smithsonian Institution, from the life of
James Smithson in the 1700s to the present.
The databases maintained by the Institutional History Division of the Office of
Smithsonian Institution Archives and
contains about 2,500 entries. Each entry
consists of an event title, date, abstract,
references, explanatory notes, and index
terms. Entries were compiled from primary
sources in the Smithsonian Institution
Archives and secondary sources documenting the history of the institution.

In Memoriam
Members of the University Libraries
faculty and staff noted with sorrow the
passing on February 23 of Augusta Baker,
professional librarian, and story-teller in
residence at USC's College of Library and
Information Science for many years. Her
son, James and granddaughter, Pamela,
have recently worked very closely with staff
of the Special Collections Department in
transferring Mrs. Baker's collection of
children's literature and related materials to
Thomas Cooper Library.

TCL Presents Major Exhibit,
''Ireland and Irish Writers''

IRELAND
and Irish writers
from the Book ofKells to Seamus Heane

Thomas Cooper Library's Department of
Rare Books and Special Collections' exhibit
on "Ireland and Irish Writers" features items
drawn from a variety of the University's
collections which illustrate Irish culture and
history over a span of 13 centuries, from the
7th century to the present day.
Of particular significance are early
printed chronicles and maps of Ireland,
including the Braun and Hogenberg engravings of Irish cities from 1618 (Osman
Collection); the first printing of Edmund
Spenser's description of Galteemore, from
his Faerie Queene, 1609; Jonathan Swift's
Travels into Several Remote Nations, 1726;
a first Irish edition of James "Ossian"
Macpherson's Fragments of Ancient Poetry,
1760 (Roy Collection) which created a new
interest in Celtic culture; first editions of
works by Laurence Sterne, RB. Sheridan,
Maria Edgeworth, Thomas Moore, Charles
Lever, J. S. Le Fanu, and other 18th and

19th century Irish writers; early works by
W.B.Yeats, including the first book from the
Dun Erner Press; Kathleen Shackleton's
unrecorded charcoal portrait of "A.E."; and
first editions of James Joyce's, Ulysses and
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, inscribed by Joyce to F. Scott Fitzgerald
(Brucccoli Collection).
As this year marks the 200th anniversary of the rebellion of 1798 by Wolfe Tone
and the United Irishmen, the display also
includes several contemporary histories
from the original South Carolina College
Library, reflecting the political alliances of
the College's second president Thomas
Cooper ( 1759-1839) for whom the main
library building is now named.
The exhibit will be on display in the
mezzanine exhibit area through April 15. To
inquire about the exhibit or to arrange for
class tours, call 803-777-8154 or e-mail
spcoll@tcl.sc.edu.

Department of Rare Books & Special Collections
Thomas Cooper Library • University of South Carolina
January-April 1998

INTERLIBRARY mllli11ucd.fm111 f)(lge I
"We are pleased to be able to offer this new
service to USC faculty, students, and staff,"
said Linda Holderfield, head of the ILL
department, "because we believe it will help
us provide better and quicker service to our
users. We are especially grateful to Basil
Jesudason of the libraries' systems office for
creating this program and working with us
over the past few months to test it and make
it work."
Patrons with questions about the new
system or about the interlibrary loan process
may call the ILL department at 803-7772805 or come by the help desk in the ILL
office on level 5 between 8:30 a.m and 5:00
p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

A Curse Against Book Stealers
For him that Stealeth a book from this Library, let it change into a serpent in his
hand and rend him. Let him be struck with
Palsy, & all his Members be blasted. Let
him languish in Pain crying aloud for
Mercy, & let there be no surcease to his
Agony until he sink to Dissolution. Let
Bookworms gnaw his Entrails in token of
the Worm that dieth not, & when at last he
goeth to his final Punishment, let the
Flames of Hell consume him for ever & Aye.
Yates Snowden (1858-1933), authorof
History of South Carolina (1920)
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Ex Libris Wins Awards

Ray Bradbury
at USC

The University libraries' annual publication, Ex Libris, has been chosen to receive two
awards from the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), District III.
Competing with publications from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina,
Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia, Ex Libris received an "Award of
Excellence" (one offour) in the category ofAnnual Reports II, and an "Award of Special
Merit" (one offive) in the category of "Design for PrintMsual Design." Award winners
were exhibited at the CASE District III conference in Orlando in February.

University Libraries Statistics 1996-97
Collections
Total Volumes
Total Microforms
Total Government Documents
Volumes added (gross)
Current Subscriptions
Monographs Purchased

2,663,315
3,606,755
798,908
61,966
14,275
38,483

Thomas Cooper
Library Exhibits

Services
General Circulation
Reserve Circulation
Interlibrary Loans (loaned)
Interlibrary Loans (borrowed)
Instruction/Classes/Orientation/Tours
# of Sessions
# of Persons served
Reference Transactions

Renowned American novelist, short-story
writer, essayist, playwright, screenwriter,
and poet, Ray Bradbury charmed the
members of the Thomas Cooper Society last
fall when he addressed the group's dinner
meeting. He also graciously autographed
and inscribed books for dozens of admirers,
adding personal comments and sharing
anecdotes with many.

954,349
73,133
15,811
24,647

Through April 12:
"Ireland and Irish Writers,"
mezzanine exhibit area

295
4,894
62,784

Erom April 15:

Staff
Professional
Staff (Career and Casual)
Student
Total FIB
Expenditures
Library Materials
Books, Microforms, AV, etc.
Serials
Binding
Salaries and Wages
Other Operating Expenses
Total Expenditures

"African-American Children's
Books," from the Augusta
Baker Collection,"
mezzanine exhibit area

60
105
59
220

Through April 20:

$ 3,804,257
1,528,611
2,094,082
181,654
5,709,898
2,514,890
$12,029,045

"The Monstrous Regiment:

a Century of Co-education
at Carolina,"

main level eXhibit area
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''Get Cocky, Use the Library!"

Thomas Cooper Library reference librarian, Rebecca Feind helps Cocky further his
knowledge about other members of the gamecock family. Cocky has participated in a
library support campaign during this school year. The campaign's motto is "Get Cocky,
Use the Library!"
·

Non-Profit
Organization

Thomas Cooper Library
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208
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